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are important tools to monitor and estimate the occurrence 
of ADRs. However, from a public health perspective it is also
important to obtain information on the proportion of the general
population who experience ADRs. This study aims to analyze
the prevalence of subjectively experienced ADRs in the Swedish
population during a two week time period. METHODS: A
postal survey on health, quality of life and use of drugs was done
for a statistical population sample, 20–84 years, in Sweden,
2004/2005. A total of 4875 (61%) answered the questionnaire.
In it, the respondent could name up to three drug treatments with
subjectively experienced ADRs during the immediate two weeks
prior to the completion of the questionnaire. All ADRs reported
were reviewed and classiﬁed according to Meyler’s Side Effects
of Drugs. RESULTS: A total of 2856 (58.6%) reported use of
prescription drugs. Of these users, 10.2% reported having expe-
rienced at least one ADR during the recall period. Prescription
drug use was more common among women (66.6%) than among
men (49.2%) but there were no differences between genders in
the proportion reporting ADRs (10.8% and 9.1%, N.S). Users
aged 18–44 reported ADRs to a greater extent (13.0%) than
users aged 45–64 (9.4%) and users aged 65–84 (8.3%) (p <
0.05). The highest prevalence of subjectively experienced ADRs
was found among antidepressant (16.3%), antibiotics (13.8%)
and analgesics (8.5%) users. Of all users, 5.5% reported nervous
system ADRs; 3.8% and 1.0% reported gastrointestinal and car-
diovascular ADRs, respectively. CONCLUSIONS: A substantial
proportion of users of prescription drugs subjectively experi-
enced ADRs during the period studied. Doctors, pharmacists and
other health care professionals should be observant and thor-
oughly interview the patient about ADRs. Population-based
prevalence studies of ADRs are an important complement to
spontaneous reporting systems.
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OBJECTIVES: To identify determinants of non-compliance with
bisphosphonate therapy in women with post-menopausal osteo-
porosis. METHODS: Data were obtained from the PHARMO
Record Linkage System, which includes linked drug-dispensing
records and hospital records for more than two million individ-
uals in deﬁned areas of The Netherlands. New female users of
alendronate or risedronate in the period 1 January 1999–30 June
2004, aged °Y´ 45 years or with diagnosed post-menopausal
osteoporosis were included in the study. One-year compliance
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OBJECTIVES: Up to 90% of the patients visiting methadone
clinics smoke tobacco. Computer-mediated approaches to
promote smoking cessation in this population have not been
studied systematically. We conducted a pilot study on the feasi-
bility of using tablet PCs for anti-smoking education in a
methadone clinic. METHOD: We asked 35 methadone-treated
patients who smoke to use a smoking hazards education
program installed on a tablet PCs for approximately 40 minutes.
We collected data on their smoking status and administered a
smoking hazards knowledge questionnaire before and after the
intervention. The knowledge questionnaire consisted of 35 basic
statements about smoking with “true” or “false” options as a
response. RESULTS: The sample consisted of 27 women
(77.1%), 8 men; 45.4 ± 6.7 years old. Most of them were unem-
ployed (27 subjects, 77.1%). They smoked for 23.2 ± 10.2 years
and 25 subjects (71.4%) smoked 1 pack a day or more. Accord-
ing to Prochaska’s Stage of Change Scale the majority of the
patients were in precontemplation stage (23 subjects, 65.7%),
the remaining patients were in the preparation or contemplation
stage. Twenty patients (57.1%) discussed their smoking at least
once with their doctors, although it was not connected with their
knowledge about smoking hazards or their stage of change. As
a result of computer-mediated education, their knowledge about
smoking hazards signiﬁcantly increased from 14.2 ± 2.9 points
to 20.1 ± 3.0 points, p < 0.0001. For 27 subjects (77.1%) it was
not complicated at all to use the computer. Most of the patients
(32 persons, 91.4%) rated the program as good or excellent.
CONCLUSION: Tablet PCs were feasible and effective means of
education about smoking hazards and was very well accepted by
the patients. Computer-assisted education may potentially be an
effective health promotion tool for patients seen in methadone
clinics.
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OBJECTIVES: Spontaneous reporting systems where unex-
pected and/or severe adverse drug reactions (ADR) are reported
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with the initial dosing regimen was measured using the Medica-
tion Possession Ratio (MPR). To identify determinants of non-
compliance, non-compliant patients (MPR < 50%) were
compared to compliant patients (MPR °Y´ 80%). The effect of
dosing regimen, patient age, prescriber, co-medication and frac-
tures on non-compliance was investigated. For independent
factors increasing non-compliance the Population Attributable
Risk percentage (PAR%) was determined. RESULTS: The study
cohort included 4699 (53%) compliant and 3089 (35%) non-
compliant users of daily or weekly bisphosphonates. A total of
1034 (12%) patients had a MPR °Y´ 50% and <80% over the
ﬁrst year. Use of daily bisphosphonates, number of different co-
medications used, and use of gastrointestinal medication during
the ﬁrst year were associated with an increased risk of non-
compliance (OR 3.1, 95% CI 2.7–3.5; OR 1.8, 95% CI 1.3–2.3
for >10 different co-medications; and OR 1.2; 95% CI 1.1–1.4,
respectively). Corresponding PAR% were 42%, 14% and 6%,
respectively. In contrast, higher age, ﬁrst prescription from a 
specialist, use of NSAIDs and hospitalization for osteoporosis 
or osteoporotic fracture in the year preceding bisphosphonate
therapy independently decreased the risk of non-compliance.
CONCLUSIONS: These results indicate that daily, rather than a
weekly, dosing regimen is the most important independent 
determinant of non-compliance with bisphosphonates. However,
compliance for both regimens can be considered to be subopti-
mal and leaves room for improvement.
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OBJECTIVES: Thrombocytopenia is a serious complication that
may occur in patients receiving venous thromboembolism pro-
phylaxis for a variety of reasons, including drug-induced throm-
bocytopenia. This analysis was conducted to assess if differences
exist in the coded rates of thrombocytopenia in patients receiv-
ing fondaparinux, dalteparin, enoxaparin, or unfractionated
heparin (UFH). METHODS: This was a retrospective analysis of
inpatient data from >500 hospitals in the United States. Patients
hospitalized for hip or knee replacement or hip fracture surgery
between 1/2003 and 3/2005 were eligible for study inclusion.
Patients receiving fondaparinux, dalteparin, enoxaparin or UFH
<2 days after surgery were included. A control group of ortho-
pedic surgery patients that did not receive any of the anticoagu-
lants of interest was also identiﬁed. Patients <18yrs of age or
those receiving >1 anticoagulant of interest during their hospi-
talization were excluded. The occurrence of thrombocytopenia
was determined by the presence an ICD-9 code for thrombocy-
topenia unspeciﬁed (287.5) and/or secondary thrombocytopenia
due to circulating anticoagulants (287.4 with E934.2). Logistic
regression models were used to assess differences in thrombocy-
topenia rates; controlling for age, gender, severity of illness
(Charlson), length of stay, number of hospitalizations prior to
index visit, type of orthopedic surgery, and cancer diagnosis.
RESULTS: A total of 250,600 patients were included in the
analysis: fondaparinux = 11,633; dalteparin = 14,713; enoxa-
parin = 92,776; UFH = 18,904; control = 112,574. The unad-
justed rates of thrombocytopenia in each cohort were:
fondaparinux = 0.8%, dalteparin = 1.2%, enoxaparin = 1.4%,
UFH = 1.3%, control = 0.9%. After controlling for baseline
covariates, patients on fondaparinux were least likely to experi-
ence thrombocytopenia. The odds of thrombocytopenia for each
anticoagulant when compared to control were: fondaparinux
OR = 0.98, p = 0.83; dalteparin OR = 1.2, p = 0.02; enoxaparin
OR = 1.3, p < 0.0001; UFH OR = 1.2, p = 0.03. CONCLU-
SIONS: Although the relative rates of drug-induced thrombocy-
topenia cannot be deﬁned with certainty (coding limitations), the
risk of thrombocytopenia in fondaparinux-treated patients was
similar to control, while patients receiving heparins experienced
an increased risk.
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OBJECTIVE: To estimate the economic and health impact of
managing bradycardia by implanting a dual chamber pacemaker
equipped with a new algorithm (Adapta) to avoid unnecessary
right ventricular pacing compared to a standard dual chamber
pacemaker (DDDR) in Sweden. The algorithm allows the pace-
maker to provide atrial pacing, and switch to dual-chamber
pacing whenever needed. This may lower the risk of developing
heart failure or atrial ﬁbrillation. METHODS: A life-time dis-
crete event simulation was developed to follow a patient’s course
after implantation with a pacemaker. Pairs of identical patients
are created; one receives Adapta, the other DDDR. Each patient
may develop post-operative complications, heart failure, atrial
ﬁbrillation (which may become chronic and require anticoagu-
lants) or have a stroke. Risks for these events depend on cumu-
lative time exposed to ventricular pacing and patient’s
characteristics based on published data from the MOST trial.
Life expectancy is assumed to be identical for both cohorts of
patients. Distributions of ventricular pacing are based on data
collected during trials of these devices. Direct medical costs
drawn from published NORD-DRG payments and physician,
laboratory and medication tariffs are reported in 2005 SEK and
discounted at 3%. RESULTS: Average life expectancy post-
implantation was found to be 11.8 years for both groups. Dis-
counted costs over life-time were about SEK200,000 (€21,220)
per patient. Despite the higher initial cost of Adapta, mean addi-
tional cost was only SEK13,430 (€1425) per patient. Adapta 
is predicted to increase QALY by a mean 0.23 years, yielding 
an incremental cost-effectiveness ratio of SEK45,961/QALY
(€4878/QALY). Sensitivity analyses showed results were consis-
tent over a wide range of values. CONCLUSION: Based on these
discrete event simulations estimates, Adapta is predicted to
provide additional health beneﬁts for an attractive value for
patients with sinoatrial-node disease or intermittent atrioven-
tricular block.
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OBJECTIVE: Lymphatic Filariasis (LF), an eradicable infectious
disease endemic in developing countries, is associated with sig-
niﬁcant morbidity. LF is the second leading cause of permanent
and long-term disability worldwide. Total global prevalence of
